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R. R. Dr. MOYLAN's 
SECOND REMONSTRANCE. 


5 — | 


DEARLY BELOVED BRETHREN, 


\ Y HEN to repreſs the diſturbances that broke 
out laſt year, it became neceſſary for government 
to proclaim this county, in common with other 
parts of the kingdom, and to eſtabliſh military 
law therein; prompted by the tender intereſt, 
which I muſt at all-times take, as well in your 
temporal, as your eternal welfare, I felt it my duty 
to admoniſh and warn you againſt the direful 
evils that riot and inſubordination muſt inevita— 
bly entail upon yourſelves and your poor families. 

I exhorted you to recollect, and beſought you 
to reduce to practice, thoſe principles of our holy 
Religion, which, from the moſt powerful motives 
of conſcience, injoin obedience to the laws, aud 
reſpect for the conſtituted authorities of the 
State. I cautioned you, and then, as it would 
| ſeem, not without effect; but row, alas! from 
the reſtleſs activity of agitating incendiaries, the 
caution muſt be again renewed, not to ſuffer 
yourſelves to be duped by the artful infinuations 
of thole deſigning men, who are propagating the 
ſpirit of ſedition and irreligion amongſt you, only 
in the view of making you the deluded inſtru. 
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ments of their diabolical ſchemes, of ſubverting 
all lawful authority, and plunging the nation into 


the horrors of a civil war. 


The levelling of all ranks, the abolition- of 
diſtinction, the equal diſtribution of property, and 
the total ſubverſion of the happieſt form of go- 
vernment, that the wiſdom and experience of 
ages has deviſed, are their now avowed objefts, 
Upon theſe viſionary ſpeculations, have the ſeeds 


of diſloyalty been ſown and matured; in che 


attempt to realize them has originated that rebel- 


lion, which has at the ſame time deſolated and 
_ diſgraced our native land. But the efforts of 
_ treaſon were quickly battled, and by the wiſe 
' meaſures of government, aided by the ſpirited | 
exertions of the loyal part of the community, it 
was in a {hort time put down. 


Short, however, as was the period of its s dura- 


tion, what a deluge of woe has it not poured: 3 


on the deluded wretches who have embarked 
in it! — their houſes levelled to the ground 
their little properties deſtroyed—whole villages 
laid waſte—and upwards of thirty thouſand Iriſh- 
men, in the vigor of health, cut off by the 
ſword, and hurried into the other world with the 
guilt, in addition to their other offences, of rebel- 


lion, to be expiated and avenged. 


Numbers who eſcaped from the field of battle, 
have been tried by martial law, and condemned 
N 


Ty) 
to that puniſhment which their crimes deſerved ; 
—others who had equally forfeited their lives, the 
lenity of government has interpoſed to preſerve. 
The humanity of our Excellent Chief Governor, 
has interfered in behalf of the deluded inſurgents, 
and proffered them forgiveneſs on the terms of 
their returning to their duty and allegiance, Of 
the mercy thus held out to repentant guilt, many 
have availed themſelves, while the more hardened 
| | delinquents have formed themſelves into hordes 
5 of lawleſs bandittt, whoſe object and fyſtem is to 
pillage and deſtroy. Hence thoſe atrocious mur- 
ders—hence thoſe daily robberies, and that ſavage 
practice of houghing and torturing the unoſſend- 
ing brute beaſts, all which call loudly to Heaven 
for vengeance, on the inhuman monſters by whom 
they are perpetrated. 
To check the further progreſs of theſe wid- 
| ſpreading evils—to prevent the further interrup- 
tion of free communication between the different 
paris of the kingdom, ſo eſſential to the intereſts, 
nay, to the exiſtence of its inhabitants—to protect 
the loyal and peaceable, the induflrious and well- 
_ diſpoſed, from the attacks of plunderers and aſſaſ- 
ſins— to pluck up, if poſſible, the laſt fibre of the 
poiſonous plant of rebellion, the legiflature has 
been compelled to reſort to a meaſure of leverity . 
and rigor, and which extreme neceſſity can alone 
juſtify. uy the Rebellion Bill martial law has for 
WY a time 


„ .—————_——_——— 


—— —— 


E 


a time become part of the ſtatute law of the land. 
You are thereby placed under the military power, 
and for any offence you commit, you are to be 
tried by a court-martial; if you do not conform to 
the regulations contained in the proclamation, they 


are inveſted with full power to puniſh your diſobe- 
dience in ſuch a manner, as that it may operate as 


an example to deter others from ſimilar practices. 
But you are told by jacobin incendiaries, that 
the French are preparing a great armament to in- 
vade this kingdom, and that they mean to enrich 
the poor with the ſpoils of the wealthy zan illu— 
ſion, my dear Brethren \—for i in the preſent cir- 
cumſtances it is evidently out of their power to 
land any conſiderable body of men in this king— 


dom. The Britiſh navy, which maintains the un- 


diſputed dominion of the ſeas, is ever on the 


watch, and would capture any fleet that ſhould 


venture out of the enemy's harbour. 
But ſuppoſing them by ſome extraordinary: acci- 


dent to eſcape, what could any number of men 


they could land, effect in a country defended by 
an army of one hundred and thirty thouſand well 
diſciplined troops, acting under the impreſſion, that 
their liberties, properties and religion, depended 
upon the iſſue of the conteſt, and commanded by 


bis Excellency, one of the ableſt and moſt expe- 
rienced Generals of the age. They might indeed 


diſturb and ravage that part of the country, where 


they 


1 

they chance to land, and ſome few of the deſpe- 
rate outcaſts of ſociety might probably flock to 
their ſtandard :—but to what effect? How would 
it end with them? As it did laſt year, either to be 
made priſoners or cut off by ſuperior force, and the 
deluded wretches who joined them, would, as they 
deſerved, incur the forfeiture of their properties 
and lives. But let us ſuppoſe what is morally im- 
poſſible to be actually realized, that they had ſuc- 
ceeded 1n their attempts upon this country; can 
you, my dear People, be {o ſtupidly beſotted as to 
believe, that thoſe avowed enemies of God and 
man, who in all their purſuits are ſolely attuated 
by the baſeſt ſuggeſtions of ſelfiſhneſs, would go to 
the expence of fitting out ſo great an armament, 
and expoſe themſelves to almoſt certain deſtruc- 
tion, for the "diſintereſted purpoſe of procuring 
you wealth, and increaſing your comforts of life ? 
Unleſs you are willing to be impofed upon, you 
cannot poſſibly be deceived by theſe ſpecious pro- 
feſſions. Experience has pierced through the cob- 
web-veil of their hypocritical declarations :—In 
Holland, Brabant, Switzerland, Piedmont, Italy, 
5 Egypt, their footſteps can only be traced by ravage 
and devaſtation—whether it was in the inſidious 
guiſe of pretended friendſhip, or in the avowed 
character of open hoſtility, that they got footing 
in thoſe unfortunate countries, the conſequences 

| have been exattly the ſame. Did they divide the 
MY ſpoils 
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 fhoils of the rich among the poor? Far from it—the 


plunder of the opulent they inſtantly ſent to the 
Five Tyrants in Paris, and the only favor they con- 
ferred on the poor, was to violate their wives and 
daughters, to force themſelves into their armies, 
there to place them in the foremoſt ranks, and 
thereby expoſe them to certain deſtruction. Such 


has been their invariable conduct, and what elſe 
could be expected from a people that make war in 


the character of highwaymen—who attack peace- 
able independent ſlates, wuhout the ſhadow of a 


_ pretext, and pillage them without mercy—and why? 
becauſe their ſpoils invite thecupidity of rapine, and 


their weakneſs inſures ſucceſs to the enterpriſe! 
Will you then, my dear People, ſuffer yourſelves 
to be any longer impoſed on, by looking to any ad- 


vantage from French Fraternity? Will you ſuffer. 
yourſelves to be dazzled by the falſe glare of Li- 


berty and Equality? Theſe, and. other high-ſound- 

ing words, no longer retain their original ſignifi- 
cation. French liberty is unqueſtionably the worſt 
ſpecies of ſlavery, and their equality means no more, 
than reducing every individual to the ſame level, by 


finking the whole community into the ſame ſtate of 


abjef poverty and degradation. 
Some topics bave been of late diſcuſſed, ſolely 


vich a view to engage your paſſions, and conciliate 


your favor. Doctrines have been ſet afloat, for the 
2 of miſleading your reaſon, and perverting 
your 


CF 1 
your judgment, by men, who look up with hatred 
and envy to the opulent, and would deem them 
ſelves bleſſed, if placed in their ſituations—great 
indeed are the evils with which thoſe ſpeculations 
of levelling rank, and diſtributing property are 
fraught, and it is not the leaſt of them, that they 
tend to render you diſcontented with your lot, 
prompt you to impious repinings againſt Provi- 
dence, and ſet looſe thoſe paſſions, which, uncon- 
troled, ſcatter ruin and deſolation on every ſide, and 
threaten che total ſubverſion of order in ſociety. 
But if no human being can expect an exemp- 
tion from ſuſſerings of ſome kind in this life, why 
may not the Almighty ſuffer us to be afflicted with 
poverty, as with any other evil? And how in fact, 
; conſidering the infinite diverſity in human charac- 
ter, is it poſſible to be prevented? It could only 
be by a conſtant miracle. For let us ſuppoſe this 
viſionary ſpeculation gf general equality, to be ac- 
tually realized, it is impofhible it could Jong ſub- 
fiſt; for one man would be prudent and induſtri- 
ous, and thereby add to his polſeſhons ; another 
would be idle and improvident, and thereby diſſi- 
pate his property, and hence muſt inevitably enſue, 
that inequality of circumſtances, that relative po- 
verty and wealth, which are the very grievances 
nov proclaimed 1n{upportable. 
But, let me aſk the Tradeſman, who had toiled 
all the day to cowplete his work, in the hopes of 
being 
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being paid for his labour in the evening, would he 
think it /t, that an idler, who loitered while he 
laboured, ſhould 12/% upon the half of his earn- 
ings, and upon no other plea, but becauſe he was 
poor and wanted it? I would aſk the Peaſant, who 
worked during the ſeaſon, in the cultivation of his 
farm, or potatoe- garden, who prepared his grounds 
for the ſowing of the ſeed, who watched it as it 
grew, who cut it down when ripe; how he would 
endure that others, who had no ſhare in his toil, 
' ſhould claim, notwitſtanding a ſhare in his labours, 
and demand that the produce ſhould be equally | 
diſtributed among them ? This, and ſuch like pro- 
ceedings, would, no doubt, appear to you a great 
injuſtice, when made your own caſe; why then 
view it in a different light, if ſuch a partnerſhip 
| were impoſed upon the rich? Does, what in your 
own caſe would appear the height of robbery and 
injuſtice, in the caſe of others change its nature, 
and become equitable and juſt? No; the laws of 
juſtice are eternal, and admit of no modification 
or change. Thou ſhalt not, ſays the Sovereign 
Lord of All, not only not ſteal, but even not covet 
thy neighbour's goods, hereby erecting a ſacred. 
barrier to protect the property of individuals, from 
invaſion and aſſault. | | | 
Nor are you, my dear People, to imagine that 
the Almighty God permits ſome to flouriſh in 
affluence, whilſt others, to the full as deſerving, 
languiſh 
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languiſh in diftreſs, without motive or deſign ? 
No; this inequality in the diſtribution of the 
goods of this life, enters into the great ſcheme of 
divine Providence, Thus he ſuffers poverty to 
overtake ſome ; not that they have no ſhare in bis 
regards, but that they may acquire a greater por- 
tion of them by refignation; and thus He dil- 
penſes wealth to others, not that they merit more, 
but that they may profit more, by making proper 
uſe of his favors. The poor, by patience, are to 
ſanctify their ſouls; and the rich by conſidering 

| themſelves as ſtewards, and applying their abun— 


dance for the relief of the wants of the poor, ac- 

_ cording to the intention of the Donor, will hear | 
that joy-inſpiring invitation, Well done good and 
faithful ſervant, becauſe thou haſt been faithful— 
Come enter into the joy of thy Lord. 

That many among you, my dear People, are 
labouring under the hardſhips of poverty and diſ- 
treſs, I am well aware. In your ſufferings I moſt 
ſincerely ſympathize, and God knows with what 

_ pleaſure I would, if in my power, lighten the load, 
and alleviate the preſſure of your miſeries. But 
how is this to be accompliſhed ? Is it by flying in 


the face of your God—by provoking his ven- 
| geance, by abominable oaths? Is it by riſing up 

_ againſt the authority you are bound in conſcience _ 
to reſpett and obey? Is it by injuring the perſon, 

deſtroying the property, or traducing the charac- 

| 5 | ter 


1 
ter of your neighbour, that you can expect relief? 
Surely not; honeſt induſtry is the plain road to 
_ competency of circumſtances; it is by perſever- 
ing exertion, accompanied by a firm reliance ' 
on the bleſſings of Providence, that this is to be 
attained ; but the favour of Heaven is only to 
be gained by a faithful diſcharge of moral and 
religious duties. Idleneſs, the parent of every 
miſchief, you are bound to ſhun, and to apply the 
fruits of your labour to procure for your families 
the neceſlaries, and if you can, the conveniences | 
of life. 
Vou are at preſent, by public orders, excluded 
at certain hours from Whifkey-Shops ; happy ſor 
your fouls and bodies would it be, if your exclu- 
ſion were perpetual from theſe receptacles of tu- 


mult, rioting and brawls, where the eye is offend- 


ed by the diſguſting ſpeRacle of wretches iſſuing 
from them reeling with intoxication, and the ear 
is alſo aſſailed by the blaſphemies and impreca- 
tions they are continually vomiting forth, 

A new order of things is talked of, as likely to 


be eſtabliſhed in this kingdom; ſhould that event 


take place, which for the reſtoration of peace and : 
good order to this diſtracted country, and allay« 
ing the religious feuds and animoſities, which ſa 
ſhamefully diſgrace its inhabitants, is moſt ear- 
neſtly to be wiſhed for: to meliorate the condi- 
lion of che lower claſſes is one of its profeſſed 


objects 3 
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objects; to render their ſituation as comfortable 
as that of the peaſantry of the ſiſter-kingdom; to 
provide them with wholeſome food, ſuitable cloth- 
ing, and convenient dwellings, by affording em- 
ployment to the poor, in the eſtabliſhment of 

 manufattories, and opening new channels of trade, 
are the happy conſequences promiſed to reſult 
| from the propoſed arrangement. But it is only 


by orderly demeanor, good moral conduct, that 


vou can expect to attract the regards, or intereſt 
the humanity of the legiſlature in your behalf. 
After all, my dear People, whatever your con- 
dition may be here below, unleſs you have entire. 
| ly forgotten the goſpel truths, you mult know, 
that it is not on earth that you are to look for hap- 
pineſs- here it is not to be found; for ſuch are 
the viciſſitudes of human life, that where the good 
| things of this world exiſt in the molt laviſh pro- 
fuſion this day, they may vaniſh, without a veſtige 
left behind, on the morrow, and though poſſeſſed 
ever ſo long, they muſt be at laſt parted with in 


death. Can the treaſures of this world exempt 


the po ſſeſſor tiom bodily pain or mental diſquiet ? 

But, ſuppoſing this exemption from ſickneſs, trou- 
ble, and diſappointments, and that riches were ſu- 
peradded to every other bleſling, could man, even 
in theſe circumſtances, be pronounced happy ? 
Alas! no; for it is the experience of mankind, 
that riches, like all things elle, pall upon enjoy» 

| ment; 
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ment; their power of faſcination depends upon- 
their novelty, and when ſtripped of that charm, 
they ceaſe to confer happineſs. Solomon, the 
wiſeſt of men, has left us on record a memorable 
example, of the inſufficiency of all earthly enjoy- 
ments for happineſs; he, whoſe poſſeſſions were 
unbounded, and his power without control, and 
placed at the ſummit of human felicity, was, not- 
withſtanding, reduced to acknowledge, {hat it was 
all vanity and vexation of /purit. 

It is not then in created objects that true happi- 
neſs is to be found; it is to be looked for from 
ſome other ſource ; it is, in fine, to be traced to a 
conformity to the law of God, and a faithful diſ- 
charge of all the duties of our reſpective ſtates in 
life :—This is the true ſource of worldly peace— _ 
the only ſolid pledge for eternal happineſs; nor is 
it like earthly bleſſings confined to a few, but open 
and acceſſible to all mankind : diſtinctions and 
riches are only the tranſient portion of ſome; but 
the treaſures of Religion are the permanent inhe- 
ritance and the undeſcribable delights of heaven, 
deſtined for the enjoy ment of all. 


Were, my dear People, your views bounded by 
this life; did not your hopes ſtretch beyond the 
grave, wretched indeed would your condition be: 
but bleſſed be God, the great myſtery we now ſo- 
lemnize, opens to our view ſcenes of extatic joy 
in that ſtate which the word of Truth holds forth 

tO 
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to the preſent weakneſs of human underſtanding, 
under all the emblems of magnificence and de- 
light. Jeſus Chriſt riſen from the dead, is a cer- 
tain pledge of our reſurrection; and if now we 
follow him in the paths of ſufferings, we ſhall aſſur- 
edly participate in the glory of his reſurrection. 
Ves, my dear People, theſe corruptible bodies 
worn down by poverty and diſeaſe, ſhall put on 
incorruption, and our mortal bodies ſhall put on 
immortality, and ſhall riſe glorious, like unto the 
glorified body of Jeſus Chriſt : under this ſweet 
_ conviftion, can you refuſe not only patiently, but 
joyfully to ſubmit to whatever afflictions kind 
Providence may be pleaſed to viſit you with? 
But if, inſtead of imitating the patience and 
reſignation of Jeſus Chriſt, you murmur and com- 
plain; it your thoughts be wholly engrolled by 
the deſire of earthly comforts, which He, for your | 
ſakes, did deſpiſe and forego; if to better your 
condition, you be willing to adopt every means 
however hoſtile to the peace of the country, or 
injurious to your neighbour; if inſtead of liſten- 
ing to the voice of thoſe paſtors, whom the Al- 
mighty has appointed to guide you in the ways 
of ſalvation, you attend to the pernicious ſuggel- 
tions of thoſe unfortunate men, who having ex- 
tinguiſhed every principle of piety and virtue in 
_ themſelves, labour to reduce you to the ſame. 
cheerleſs tate of mental darkneſs, and to rob you 
B of 
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of the conſolations of Religion, the only true 
counterpoiſe to the ills of life; in that caſe, you 
muſt alone abide the dreadful conſequence : you 
will ſuffer, and will ſuffer like the damned in hell, 
without merit—you will ſooner or later fall vic- 
tims to the vengeance of the inſulted laws, and at 
the great Day of the general Reſurrection, you 


ſhall ariſe, it is true, and ariſe immortal; but 


alas! to be hurled into the war hos of never-ending 


| miſery and woe. 


1 intreat you then, my dear People, to ſeriouſly 


reflect on thoſe awful truths—to regulate your 
conduct by the precepts of the goſpel :;—to have 


followed this ſalutary counſel, will, at the hour of 

death, afford you inexpreſlible conſolation. 
Attend then, to the grace of God our Samour, 

which appeareth, ſays the Apoſtle, to all men, in- 


| flrufling us all, in whatever ſtate we be, that 
renouncing impiety and worldly deſires, we ſhould 


live ſoberly, and juſtly, and proufly in this world, 
waiting for the bleſſed hope, and coming of the glory 
of the great God, and our Saviour Jeſus Chriſt. 


That the Lord may, in his infinite Mercy, grant 
you all, my dear beloved Brethren, that ineſtima- 


ble grace, is the warmeſt wiſh and the moſt fer- 
vent prayer of ZW „ 
Your aſſured Friend, and 


Father in CH RIS T, 


F. MOYLAN. 


Cork, April 16, 1799. 
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